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[LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Military  intervention:  The  last
option for  polio  eradication  in
Pakistan?
KEYWORDS
Polio;
Vaccine  workers;
Killing;
Military intervention;
Pakistan
Dear Editor,
In November  2014,  four  polio  vaccine  workers,
including three  women,  were  targeted  and  killed
while three  others  sustained  severe  injuries  in  an
attack on  a  van  in  the  Eastern  Bypass  region  near
Quetta [1].  The  polio  team  was  heading  toward  the
assigned  union  council  after  fetching  the  polio  vac-
cines from  the  Killi  Ahmzai  region  when  masked
armed men  on  motorbikes  ambushed  their  vehicle.
Three  young  women  and  a  man  received  bullets  to
their foreheads  and  chests.  The  other  three  health
workers  managed  to  ﬂee  the  scene  despite  being
wounded. A  local  police  ofﬁcial,  Mr.  Imran  Qureshi,
admitted  that  the  police  had  not  resumed  their
duties at  the  time  when  the  vehicle  was  inter-
cepted.
This incident  occurred  two  days  after  the
Balochistan provincial  government  launched  an
eight-day  emergency  vaccination  drive  with  the
assistance  of  UNICEF  and  the  World  Health  Orga-
nization (WHO)  against  nine  lethal  infectious
diseases, including  polio  [2].  This  campaign  aimed
to target  96,822  children  aged  2—23  months  old
in eight  union  councils  of  Quetta  [2].  Recently,  13
polio cases  surfaced  in  Quetta  and  its  outskirts  after
20 months  of  no  polio  cases  being  encountered.This  was  the  second  attack  on  polio  workers  in
Quetta  in  2014.  Earlier  in  2014,  a polio  team  was
attacked with  a  hand  grenade  in  the  Pashtunabad
[
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jiph.2015.01.003
1876-0341/© 2015 King Saud Bin Abdulaziz University for Health Scierea.  Approximately  60  polio  workers  have  been
illed  in  Pakistan  during  the  past  two  years,  and
he numbers  continue  to  rise.  Implementation  of
he polio  vaccination  program  is  difﬁcult  given  that
 section  of  the  population  is  opposed  to  the  polio
accination drive  and  wrongly  believes  that  the
est is  planning  to  sterilize  them  via  the  polio  vac-
ination campaign.  In  fact,  thousands  of  children  in
akistan are  yet  to  be  vaccinated  against  polio.  It is
ssential for  the  government  of  Pakistan  to  provide
 high  level  of  security  to  polio  workers  in  its  ﬁght
gainst this  crippling  disease.  Such  frequent  secu-
ity lapses  should  make  the  government  realize  that
he local  police  are  not  sufﬁciently  able  to  protect
he health  workers  and  that  they  need  to  employ
he assistance  of  the  military  to  escort  the  health
orkers  in  order  to  make  door-to-door  campaigns
ossible. If  Pakistan  is to  win  the  war  against  polio  in
he year  2015,  it  must  begin  with  curbing  terrorism.
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